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Environmental Advisory Council 

Tuesday, August 16, 2016 
 

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the 

above date for the transaction of general business at Pendora Park. 

 

EAC members present – D. Beane, C. Curran-Myers, A. Molteni, C. Kern 

 

Others present – S. Katzenmoyer, D. Hoag 

 

CALL TO ORDER  
Ms. Curran-Myers called the meeting to order at 12:14 pm. She noted that a 

quorum was present. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion was made by Mr. Molteni, seconded by Mr. Beane, to approve the July 

12, 2016 minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Evelyn Morrison provided an update to the EAC on the work she did regarding 

idling trucks and buses at downtown events.  She stated that a representative from 

PA DEP did a drive by and found no violations (Note: this was during daytime hours 

on a non-event day).  The rep stated that there is no budget for after-hours 

enforcement and recommended that complaints be called into the local police. 

 

Mr. Beane stated that he was encouraged to learn that PA DEP recommends 

enforcement by the police.  He noted the need for the EAC to continue to monitor 

this situation. 

 

Ms. Morrison stated that it should be recommended that these vehicles be parked 

at the downtown bus terminal. 

 

Ms. Hoag questioned if the vehicles coincided with the Jehovah Witness 

weekends.  Ms. Morrison stated that it did not. 

 

Ms. Curran-Myers questioned if the Police Department was alerted of this 

situation.  Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she did not inform the Police Department. 
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Ms. Curran-Myers suggested that a one page brief be prepared and presented to 

Council and the Police Chief.  Mr. Beane stated that he will prepare the brief. 

 

Ms. Morrison stated that Ms. Perez asked her to also notify the EAC that someone 

is dumping unknown materials into the sewer basins in the 1000 block of Weiser 

St and the 1000 block of W Oley St.  She stated that a neighbor is now having 

problems with her water.  Ms. Hoag stated that a call should be made to the City 

immediately when this is occurring.  She stated that reports can be made to the 

Citizen Service Center during business hours or to the 24 hour hotline any time so 

that it can be addressed immediately.   

 

STEEP SLOPE ORDINANCE 
Ms. Curran-Myers requested that Ms. Katzenmoyer schedule a meeting.   

 

WEB AND FACEBOOK 
Ms. Curran-Myers recommended that Mr. Kern lead this initiative.  Mr. Kern 

agreed. 

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that the EAC already has a page on the City’s website.  

She stated that she can request the webmaster add information. 

 

Mr. Molteni stated that Mr. Harrity was not allowed to appear on the EAC’s BCTV 

program and his job was threatened.   

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer questioned if Ms. Curran-Myers had her meeting with the 

Mayor to introduce him to the EAC.  Ms. Curran-Myers stated that she had not.   

 

Mr. Johnson arrived at this time. 

 

Mr. Kern stated that setting up a website is easy and inexpensive.  He estimated 

that it would need approximately $150 per year to maintain.  Ms. Katzenmoyer 

explained that the EAC did not have a budget. 

 

Mr. Kern stated that he was unfamiliar with non-personal Facebook page set-up.  

Mr. Molteni stated that it is simple and is set up as a group. 

 

Ms. Curran-Myers suggested that the web page include a link to Facebook. 
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Ms. Hoag noted the need to keep the information fresh and to provide periodic 

updates.   

 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that she will compile a list of items that should be shared 

and others can write the posts.  She suggested that the list contain educational 

information and topics currently under discussion. 

 

Ms. Hoag suggested that it also link to coverage by the Reading Eagle. 

 

Mr. Kern expressed the belief that it is a great way to get public comment. 

 

Items to be included: 

 A way to volunteer 

 Links to the City’s green and conservation ordinances and support 

documents 

 Rain barrel regulations, schematic drawing and FAQ 

 Recycling 

 Mission Statement 

 Bios of members 

 Annual reports 

 Board structure including subcommittees 

 

Ms. Morrison suggested that links to DEP and EPA also be included.  Ms. Curran-

Myers stated that this is difficult.  She stated that clarification of jurisdiction can 

be included.  Ms. Katzenmoyer suggested that staff monitor the page to answer 

questions or make referrals as necessary. 

 

Mr. Johnson noted the need to coordinate the information with City regulations, 

especially Public Works.  Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she will coordinate the 

information with Mr. Johnson to avoid conflicting information.   

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND PRESENTATIONS POLICY 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that she will draft the policy and distribute it via email 

prior to the next meeting. 

 

TRASH COLLECTION SYSTEM POSITION STATEMENT 
Ms. Curran-Myers stated that this will be explored when the trash collection issue 

has been presented to Council. 
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LEAD IN SOIL – S 7TH ST 
Ms. Hoag stated that this was discovered when testing occurred for a community 

garden.  She stated that the City is in discussions with EPA. 

 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that the situation in Flint is raising concerns about lead.  

She expressed the belief that this is not an extreme situation and that many older, 

urban areas have similar problems.  She stated that only 10% of lead intake is from 

water sources.  She stated that the majority are from local soil contamination and 

old paint products.  She stated that there is a movement to plot contamination on 

GIS to target specific areas for cleanup and to determine the cause.  She stated that 

many times this leads to the correction of substandard housing. 

 

Mr. Beane questioned if Dr. Kimball was involved.  Ms. Hoag stated that she is 

monitoring the situation. 

 

Mr. Molteni expressed the belief that Dr. Kimball is part of the problem.  He stated 

that increased levels of fluoride make it easier for the body to intake lead.  Ms. 

Curran-Myers stated that this is outside the jurisdiction of the EAC.  She stated 

that the fluoride issue would not be reopened unless there is new information and 

that the new information is environmentally related.  She stated that the EAC 

should not be dealing with public health issues. 

 

Mr. Molteni expressed the belief that the EAC did have jurisdiction and made a 

motion to reopen the fluoride issue. 

 

Ms. Hoag reviewed the EAC bylaws and noted that the EAC is charged with 

consulting on environmental and sustainability matters. 

 

Mr. Molteni expressed the belief that the environment touches everything.   

 

Ms. Hoag expressed the belief that if the EAC reviewed everything it would 

accomplish nothing. 

 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that the EAC already worked on the fluoride issue with 

the Board of Health.  Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that the Board of Health has 

been monitoring the situation in Flint and recently had an update from the Water 

Authority.  She stated that the Water Authority assured the Board of Health that 

the situation in Flint differs from the way water is processed for Reading but that 

water quality and lead levels are continuously monitored.  Mr. Johnson agreed. 
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Ms. Curran-Myers noted the need for agencies not to overlap and make 

contradictory statements. 

 

Ms. Morrison stated that the City is no longer performing lead testing.  She stated 

that this will cover up the problem.  Ms. Curran-Myers stated that there is no 

longer financial aid for the testing program. 

 

Ms. Morrison stated that increased lead levels are becoming problematic in 

Muhlenberg Township.   

 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that she has been reviewing new information on lead.  

She again stated that a majority of the increase in lead levels is due to paint or soil 

contamination.  She stated that when residences are near industrial sites, this 

happens frequently. 

 

Ms. Curran-Myers announced that as there was no second to Mr. Molteni’s 

motion, the fluoride issue remains closed. 

 

Mr. Kern questioned the specifics of the sampling on S 7th St.  Ms. Hoag stated that 

it was from multiple layers and was analyzed by the Penn State Agricultural 

Extension. 

 

UPDATES 
 Recycling – Mr. Johnson stated that the City is working on educational 

information relative to recycling and the environment.  He stated that when 

clean-ups are performed there is little impact as the area is trashy again very 

quickly. 

 City-owned dams – Mr. Johnson stated that the new Administration is 

reviewing the dam evaluations and the projects are moving through the 

approval process. 

 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that the EAC was involved in the removal of the 

Bushong Dam and that they toured all the dam sites.  She expressed the 

belief that many do not understand the impact and costs of dams.  She 

stated that the EAC can assist with education on this issue. 
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Mr. Johnson stated that the Bushong project is being reassessed.  Ms. Hoag 

explained that the City now requires the project to be approved before grant 

applications may be submitted. 

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer questioned if grant funding was lost because of delays in 

the approval process.  Mr. Johnson stated that he is not aware of this 

happening. 

 

Mr. Johnson left the meeting at this time. 

 

 BCTV – Ms. Hoag questioned who would be producing a show on the 

EAC’s off months now that Mr. Denbowski is no longer with the City.   

 

Mr. Beane stated that the July program was great and was an excellent 

discussion.  He stated that he has officially passed the baton to Mr. Molteni.   

 

Mr. Molteni stated that it was difficult getting guests to appear. 

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that the September show will feature Ms. Curran-

Myers and the work of the Green Infrastructure subcommittee. 

 

 Green Infrastructure Subcommittee – Ms. Hoag stated that the committee 

has met two times and determined that it would compile an inventory of 

green infrastructure and create a trail with signage.  She stated that the 

committee will work with other groups to compile the inventory. 

 

Ms. Curran-Myers stated that this will also help build a network.   

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she, Ms. Hoag, and the City’s planner will be 

meeting later this week to begin to compile the inventory.  She stated that 

she has contacted the School District and they do not have any green 

infrastructure. 

 

 Plan Review – Ms. Hoag stated that there is a project under review that 

would change a grass athletic field to a turf field.  She stated that there is 

good progress with storm water management on this project. 

 Smart Growth – Ms. Curran-Myers stated that the next meeting will be held 

in September. 
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 Storm Water Issues – Ms. Hoag reported that additional training sessions 

are being scheduled and that the County Steering Committee recently held 

a meeting. 

 Recycling – Mr. Molteni requested an update on this topic.  He expressed 

the belief that since the marketing costs are so low that haulers are 

landfilling the materials.  He stated that landfills are expanding.  Ms. 

Curran-Myers disagreed and stated that there are fewer landfills. 

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that there is a story in today’s Reading Eagle 

Business Weekly about recycling costs.   

 

Ms. Curran-Myers recommended that this topic be moved to Old Business 

on the agenda.  Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she will request a more in-

depth update for the September meeting. 

 

Mr. Molteni requested that the update also include electronics recycling.  

He stated that he does not support using prison labor.   

 

OTHER MATTERS 
Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she reviewed the idling of buses and trucks at the 

Council Standards of Living Committee and noticed that private vehicles are 

exempt.  She questioned if this would have an effect on the City’s enforcement.  

Mr. Beane stated that he will research this further and provide the information to 

Ms. Katzenmoyer. 

 

NEXT MEETING 
Ms. Katzenmoyer announced that she would be out on leave and would not be 

able to attend the September meeting.  She questioned if the EAC wished Ms. 

Kelleher to attend to keep the record.  Mr. Beane volunteered to keep the record.  

Ms. Curran-Myers thanked Ms. Kelleher for her willingness to attend. 

 

The next regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on 

Tuesday, September 27 at noon at the lower pavilion of Pendora Park (S 18th and 

Forest Sts).   

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:40 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, CMC 
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 Deputy City Clerk 
 

 

 


